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much smaller scale (the pamphlet, 26 pages, is in the same series, but published at 

the Imprimerie Nationale). Students of scholasticism should not fail to consult 

M. Picavet's brief and elegant studies. T. J. McC. 

Genesis of the Social Conscience. The Relation Between the Establishment of 

Christianity in Europe and the Social Question. By H. S. Nash, Professor 

in the Episcopal Theological School at Cambridge. New York : The Mac 

millan Company. Pages, viii-309. Price, $1.50. 

This work may be characterised as a history of the development of the 
' ' 

indi 

vidual," as seen in the changes undergone by the State, a kind of "pilgrim's pro 

gress," in which the soul aroused into activity by Christianity seeks and finally 

reaches the goal of her wanderings, the right of citizenship. It is not a story of 

any particular soul, and therefore it may be better to say, that the book is a prose 

epic on the rise and progress of the "common man." By this phrase is meant the 

elemental man who forms the material with which society is constructed, but who 

before the appearance of Christianity was so entirely subordinate to the State as 

not to have any "individuality." The theme which Professor Nash discusses is 

not new, but he has given it a new aspect by his philosophic treatment of the sub 

ject. He shows that, although the true worth of man as such had come to be 

recognised by the philosophers of Greece and Rome, it was not until God came to 

be conceived as "an Infinite Missionary Force in the service of the lowly 
' 

that 

the idea acquired much influence. The unity of God involves the moral unity of 

all classes of men, and hence "the idea of God becomes both the ideal and the 

task of mankind." The first six chapters of the work are devoted to the operation 

of Christian teaching in relation to the definition of man as "soul," and new light 
is thrown on the value of monastic life in connexion with the growth of that idea 

in its relation to social development. Monastic life was regarded as a return to a 

life of nature. It had its vows of poverty, and yet the dignity of hand-labor, which 

the ancients regarded as disgraceful, was insisted on. Moreover, the monastic 

system was based on the very ideas of freedom, equality, and fraternity which 

finally proclaimed themselves through Rousseau, and shook the world during the 

great French Revolution. These ideas bred of Christianity and nurtured in the 

monasteries had to make their way in the outside world, and Dr. Nash traces their 

progress, in combination with the idea of Duty, which is made explicit only through 

Christian teaching in relation to the Fall, until the "reformer's conscience" was 

developed. The eighteeth century was the 
4 ' 
proving-ground 

" 
of the great concep 

tions which had so slowly grown. During this period the soul "entered the State," 

which now "receives its title direct from God and the sunshine," and which must 

work with the Church for the still further spread of the principle of 
' 
individual 

ity." Dr. Nash writes 
" 

to be downright individual is to have a sturdy conviction 

that the potential is vastly greater than the actual ; and this is the working con 

ception of the infinite." It may be said to form also a key to his own work, as 
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with him individuality is at bottom merely the expression of the infinite. The book 

is a good addition to the literature of Christian socialism, and as a history of the 

gradual assertion of human personality it is of general interest. c. s. w. 

L'Ann?e Psychologique. Publi?e par M. Alfred Binet. Avec la collaboration 

de MM. //. Beaunzs, Th. JRibot, etc. Troisi?me Ann?e. Paris: C. Rein 

wald. 1897. 

The third issue of the Ann?e opens with a brief article by Ribot on the "Ab 

straction of the Emotions," wherein this distinguished psychologist seeks to show 

that we analyse our emotional impressions and place certain representative features 

of them in relief, just as we do our sensory and intellectual impressions. A. Binet 

and J. Courtier contribute four exhaustive original researches in experimental psy 

chology. N. Vaschide, V. Henri, and C. Henri are the other main original con 

tributors. The department which epitomises and reviews the whole psychological 

work of the year 1896 is divided into sixteen parts, viz.: Histology, anatomy etc. 

of the nervous system, visual, auditive, tactual, gustatory, and olfactory sensations, 

memory and association, attention, perception and reasoning, illusion and halluci 

nation, emotions, movements, language, individual psychology, dreams, etc., au 

tomatism, animal psychology, instruments, general treatises, etc. This department 

is complete and exhaustive, making the volume an indispensable reference-book of 

the year's doings in psychology. The indexes are full. In the bibliography 2234 

titles are catalogued. 

Allgemeine Physiologie. Ein Grundriss der Lehre vom Leben. Von Max 

Verivorn, Dr. med. et phil., a. o. Professor der Physiologie an der medici 

nischen Facult?t der Universit?t Jena. Zweite neu bearbeitete Auflage. Mit 

285 Abbildungen. Jena : Verlag von Gustav Fischer. 1897. Price, 15 M. 

In the preface to this excellent hand-book Dr. Verworn expresses his profound 

gratification at the favorable reception which the first edition met with, and has 

sought to retain the good will of the public by many new additions destined to keep 

his work abreast of the time, many new figures and considerable pruning of his old 

expositions. The work, which was originally a portly one in octavo, has been in 

creased by some twenty odd pages, and it is especially noteworthy that the interest 

in its discussions has extended from the field of natural inquirers into that of stu 

dents of medicine. The leading idea of Dr. Verworn's work is that the substratum 

of all elementary phenomena of life is the cell, and that hence in seeking an ex 

planation of the phenomena of life physiology must explain the cell. General phy 

siology, he says, can only be cellular physiology ; the cell is the point to which all 

physiological researches have led and at which they have stopped; in it the secret of 

life is to be found. The book affords an exhaustive review of the elementary forms 

of life, and the elementary processes of life generally, and is profusely illustrated 

with diagrams, cuts of instruments, and drawings of the lower organisms. 
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